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Thanks to you, | went from victim to victorious

‘ ‘ My three sisters and | suffered just about every form of abuse you can imagine - emotional and physical attacks

by my mother, later sexual abuse by her and her boyfriend. When | was 12 years old, we were all removed from our home. After
that, | bounced around, from a foster home to an aunt’s house, then back to another foster home. There was so much | did not
know about the foster care system. Without knowledge or the power to speak up, | felt like a victim.

Our Mission:

Child Advocates of SW Connecticut recruits, trains
and supervises court appointed volunteers who
work to ensure that each abused or neylected
child has a safe, loving and permanent home.

organization

Soon affer,| met my CASA volunteer and everything changed. My CASA taught me how o
communicate, how to represent myself and my needs. He helped me understand what was
happening in court and taught me how to stand up for myself.

When | had something to say, my CASA made sure my voice was heard. When | did not want to or could
not speak, he spoke for me.

At every school event, my CASA was there. From sporting events to my high school graduation, he was
there. When | fook hold of my diploma, | heard his cheers above the rest.

About that same time, | was placed into my final foster home, where | learned about service to others.
From that moment on | decided that there was much that | need to ygive back.

My CASA taught me that if you have a voice, there is someone who is willing to listen to it and to try
tfo make chanye.

I’'ve been given a powerful voice. | intend to use it as much as | can, for as long as | can. , ,

of committed people
who believe society
has a fundamental
obligation to improve
the lives of our most
vulnerable children.
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This bill will help assure abused and neglected children in
Connecticut reap the benefits of having a CASA volunteer

in their lives.

- Tara Perry, Chief Executive Officer, National CASA Association

Dear Friend,

Thanks to YOU in 2016 a CAC Volunteer Advocate:

Advocated for an adoption of 8 and 10 year old siblings who needed multiple
onyoiny services and interventions. The adoption of the siblings took place on
National Adoption Day.

Researched and identified a specific therapist to work with a therapy-resistant 12 year
old who had several failed relationships with previous therapists. This therapeutic
relationship has blossomed. The child told the volunteer that she likes working with this
therapist and her panic attacks are under control.

Accompanied a 19 year old to several different prospective employers and helped
her complete job applications. Ultimately, the youth realized her goal of working,
taking her one step closer to self-sufficiency.

Responded to a phone call from the teacher of a 10 year old on a Monday morning
and learned that the child’s foster home had changed over the weekend and she
was very upset that morning at school. The teacher called the volunteer to ask if she
could please come to school to help calm the child down which the volunteer
immediately did.

Initiated a housing appeal which resulted in a severely developmentally delayed 20
year-old yirl beiny placed in a group home that could better meet her complex and
individualized needs. Now, for the first time, she has a room decorated with her favorite

color, purple.

Went with a 14 year old and her mother to visit various therapeutic schools to find the
one that would be the best for her.

Worked with a troubled transgender 13 year old and successfully overcame obstacles
to connect the teen to a one-on-one mentor from an orgyanization that works with
fransyender youth.

Identified and secured a space at an after-school program for a youny girl who was
living with her grandmother who had not been able to arranye any socialization
proyrams for the youny yirl.

Was the only familiar face a 5 year-old girl saw when she needed to be placed in
a psychiatric hospital.

Sincerely,

Elaine Harris
President,
Board of Directors

Stacey Sobel, Esq.
Executive Director

With your ongoing support we
will continue to speak up for the
children in your backyard.

Your Support Helped Bring CASA
to Connecticut

CAC GOAL: Brighter futures for MORE abused or neglected children

How: Pass new legislation allowiny Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) volunteers to help all children and youth

Who: CAC teamed with citizens and legislators to draft and pass

Public Act No. 16-210

Success: For the first time, CASA volunteers can be court appointed to
advocate for the best interests of 100% of Connecticut’s vulnerable children
in the courtroom and community.

Former CT foster parent Patrice Comey, Stacey Sobel, and volunteer Mari Betbon Flicker festify
in support of CASA legislation in Hartford

A Special Thanks to:

State Senator and Majority Leader Bob Duff, Norwalk
State Senator Eric Coleman, Hartford

State Representative William Tony, Stfamford

State Representative Caroline Simmons, Stfamford
State Representative John Shaban, Redding

Senator Richard Blumenthal

Governor Dannel Malloy

Commissioner Joette Katz, Department of Children
and Families

Patrice and James Comey

All State Senators and Representatives who
unanimously supported the CASA leyislation

www.ctchildadvocates.org
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This year CAC volunteer advocates
made over 2,500 community contacts

on behalf of their children

1,2015 - June 30,2016

This year CAC volunteers advocated
in court over 200 times for the best
interests of their children
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Crane Fund for Widows
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Cindy and Evan Goldbery
Bernard and Patricia Goldstein
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$15,000-$24,999

AlG Matching Grants Program
Near and Far Aid
William T Morris Foundation
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loanna Donohue

Elaine and Charles Harris

New Canaan Community
Foundation

Jane and Brad Purcell

Nancy and Matt Rebold
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Debbie Doppelt
Susan and Robert Feitler
The Goodnow Fund
Lucy and Scott Hozard
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Ellen and David Horiny
Rick Kleeman
Terri and Kevin Knight
Carolann and Steven Leffler
Leyy Mason Global
Asset Management
Anne and Jon Lieberyall
Kate Osman
Georyiana and Ira Platt
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The Honorable Mary Sommer
and Jay Sandak
Amy Starobin and Eric Kamisher
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Kathrine Stein
Jody Truwit

$1,000-$1,999
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Senator Richard and
Cynthia M. Blumenthal
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Magyyie Cellar

ClearBridye Investments

Patrice Comey

Michelle and Christopher
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Julie and Martin Franklin

Arlyn and Edward Gardner

Jennifer and Brad Gerla
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Karen and Tom Hamilton

HomeServe USA Corp

Iridian Asset Management

Mary Jeffery

Sally and Kevin Korsh

Diane Lowman

Lauren and Grey Mario

Pafti and Alan Masarek

Catherine and John McNear

Barbara Moody

Erin and Bob Noonan

Harley Osman

Allison and John Peyton
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Pam Stone

Lisa and David Tuttle
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Carlotta Willkie

Ann Woodward

$500-$999

Mara and David Arzi
Erica Buchsbaum
Lindy Camel
Lisa Cannon
Claudia Cohen
Devan Auto Group
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Joan and Bob Fields
Mari and James Flicker
Barbara A.Lony

and Donald E. Foley
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AmazonSmile Foundation
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The CAC volunteer has gone above and beyond ... she is an asset to the case.

I cannot say enough positive things about her.
- Caseworker, Department of Children and Families
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Mary and Daniel Jay Hoffrnan

Michelle Howard

Claire Hurley Hertan

Jennifer Hyde

Kristy Jelenik

Melissa Kane

Fairfield CT Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Theta
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Donna and Jack Moffly

Patricia Mozingo

Diana and David Muller

Mack Muller

Linda Murphy Tavlarios

Jodie Mysel

Cori Orr

Kate Paliotta
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Michael Perry

Mr.and Mrs. Steve Phelps

Judy and Al Platt

Laurie and Jeff Platte

Jennifer Porter

Marie Pronesti

Sherry Ramsay

Alison Riith

Nancy Ripps

Diane and Lary Rosenblatt

Sandy Sadowitz

Kim Salomon

Diane Sammons

Barbara Santanyelo

Cindy and Zane Saul

Carole Schwartz

Lori Shabtai

Lisa Shanahan

Meryl Sitver

Tanya and Robert Smith

Diane and Richard Smola

Stacey Sobel

Brandy Solinsky

Pagye Soper

Ricki Stern

Susie Swirbul

Eve Taben

Lynne and Rick Taikowski

Jenny Tarleton

Maureen and Bob Tartaylia

Nancy Tartaglia

Raffaela and Ivano Toyni

Robin and Michael Valentino

Nicole Volavka

Vicki Volper

Nancy von Euler

Abby Wallach

Tammy and John Ward

Hollie Dora Watman and
Robert Futterman

Seth and Gayle Weinstein

Amy and Ted Weisman

Lisa Weitzman

The Honorable Lisa Wexler
Maria and Celso White
Winokur Family Foundation
Michele Wolfram

Terrie Wood

Lauren and Jon Zirn

Gifts in Kind

Camilla Dietz Bergeron, Ltd
Centurylink
Choice Water and
Ben Goldstein
Blue Ribbon Restaurants
Senator Richard Blumenthal
corroon by Kelly Corroon
Marie Dolan
Four Forks
Green & Tonic
Greenwich Orchids
J House Greenwich
JL Rocks
Kawa Ni
The K Group LTD
kpeArts by Kristin Edwards
LERA Jewels
Dustin Lowman
Julie Marchesi
McArdle’s Florist and Garden
Center
Mitchells/Richards
NetSuite
Nancy Rebold
Tessa Rebold
Serena & Lily
Storelli Sports
Tulah Jem
Jill Weiss and GoStride
The Whelk
Gail Wolff
Cindy and Alan Zuckerbrod

www.ctchildadvocates.org
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VOLUNTEERS

As a child advocate, I have had the opportunity to be a reliable, caring,
consistent, non-judgmental force in a child’s life and have felt the
unexpected joy of hearing, ‘you’re the only adult I like to see!’ at the

end of a visit. I think I can make a difference in his life, while he is

opening mine.
- Catherine, CAC Volunteer Advocate

Georyia Adams
Kim Amibrose
Susan Amluny
Nancy Anderson
Adele Aquila
Mara Arzi

Diane Barston
Marcella Bianco
Kathy Biehl
Lesley Bowman
Eilene Brostoff
Lisa Cannon
Julie Chandler
Gail Cohen
Rosemary Contreras
Michele Corrow
Catherine Davis
Trish DePhillips
Nicole Dodye
John Fenton
Mari Flicker

Kate Freeman
Lisa Friedland
Andrea Friedman
Amy Goldbery
Pam Graber
Hank Green
Ellen Gross
Carissa Gulyas
Adele Handlers
Judy Hart

Lucy Hazard
Tina Healey
Laura Heneyhan
Rachel Horan
Susie Johnson
Irene Judye
Anne Lieberyall

Richard Liebman
Kate Madigan
Barbara Mandell
Wendy Melnick
Barbie McKelvey
Laura More
Steven Mueller
Bob Nalewajek
Bob Noonan
Kate Osman
Pouli Otfton
Miriam Pacheco
Allison Peyton
Nancy Rebold
Janet Rubel

Lisa Shanahan
Patti Spindel
Patti Stack
Jodie Stanley
Katie Stein

Susan Stern

Ricki Stern

Ruthie Strother
Lenore Sturm
Susie Swirbul
Kathy Thompson
Jody Truwit

Julie Walsh

Sheri Warshaw
Joan Weinstein
Kelly Weldon
Sharon Wessan
Elizabeth West
Gail Wolff
Mary-Jane Wood
Lauren Zirn
Cindy Zuckerbrod

www.ctchildadvocates.org

Congratulations to CAC’s new volunteers who completed over
35 hours of fraining to become CAC volunteer advocates.

Wendy Baker Allison Feuer Nancy Roberts
Jeannie Ballentine Elliott Landon Patricia Squires
Lindy Camel Lauri Levitt-Friedlond  Donna Steinbery
Ronni Eisenbery Annie Lodge Michelle Titlebaum

Evie Lynch

New CAC Volunteer Training Class

‘ I’m working with very young children who
are not placed near where I live and I have to
be creative to find opportunities to visit with
them. One of my greatest rewards was when
I was greeted by the kids with “Wow! You just
keep popping up!’ Showing them I am ‘in it’
for the long term is my primary goal. § J

- Gail, CAC Volunteer Advocate
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Honoree Sheri Warshaw and Guest Speaker Honorees Tessa Rebold and Ben Goldstein

Ashley Rhodes-Courter

Ouir third sold-out Love Luncheon, attended by over 300 guests,
featured Guest Speaker Ashley Rhodes-Courter, author of the bestselling book
Three Little Words and honored CAC Outstanding Volunteer Sheri Warshaw
and CAC Youny Leaders Tessa Rebold and Ben Goldstein.

Event Co-Chairs
Kate Osman, Jody Truwit and Katie Stein

Patricia Russo, DCF Commissioner Joette Katz, Elaine Harris,
State Senator and Majority Leader Bob Duff

Financial Report

Fiscal Year Ending June 30,2016

Revenue Total - $398,995

Special Events Net $153,335

Individual, Business Contributions
Grants

State of CT Contract Income
Interest & Misc
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Coming soon

Love Luncheon OF40)
2017 :

Thanks to you, will be there for her.

Casey and her siblings were exposed to drugs and alcohol even before
birth. Her sister had a cleft palate, her brother a severe case of fetal

alcohol syndrome.

For the first 12 years of her life, Casey’s mom beat her frequently. While her mother used money for alcohol
and druygs, Casey was forced to steal food.

Finally, a feacher intervened and Casey and her siblings were placed in foster care.

For four years, as Casey and her siblings moved from foster homes to relatives’ homes, they learned they
could rely on their CASA volunteer. She tried to comfort them and guide them through the system. She
attended school meetings, spoke with doctors, therapists, and visited regularly. She was a loving presence
in their lives and a voice for their best interests in the couriroom.

Finally, the children were adopted by relatives. Their CASA volunteer remains a close friend of the family.
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